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UTAH  RATES  HIGH 

Figures  released  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Census 
indicated  that  Utah  continues  to  lead  the  United 
States  in  Higher  Education.  Utah's  figure  was 
3.58  per  1.000  compared  with  the  U.S.  average 
of  1.84  per  1,000.  This  is  94  per  cent,  higher  than 
the  U.S.  average. 

CHURCH  PLANS   NEW  COLLEGE 

President  McKay  announced  that  the  Church 
plans  to  erect  a  junior  college  in  the  Salt  Lake 
City  area.  The  college  will  help  meet  the  need 
for  additional  facilities  for  post  high  school 
education  in  the  Salt  Lake  metropolitan  area. 
Anticipated  enrollment  will  be  heavy.  The 
present  potential  enrollment  is  estimated  as 
4,500.  It  is  expected  that  by  1975  the  potential 
will  rise  to  10,900  and  by  the  year  2,000,  18,000. 

CHOIR  RECEIVES  PRAISE 

The  Mormon  Choir  of  Southern  California  is 
rapidly  gaining  prominence  in  musical  circles 
The  third  annual  presentation,  by  the  choir,  of 
Handel's  "Messiah",  on  December  30,  1958,  has 
been  widely  acclaimed  and  has  received  favour- 
able comment  from  the  leading  music  critics  of 
the  area. 


TRANSFERRED 

Elder  Wayne  Greep,  from  Pre  toria  to  Johannesburg. 

NEW  ARRIVALS 

Name  From  To 

Elder  David  Simpson  Long  Beach.  California  Pretoria 

Elder  Kent  Smith  Draper,  Utah  Johannesburg 

Elder  Joseph  Wilson  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah      Cape  Town 
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Of  What 

Worth 

Is  Man 


AS  WE  BEAD  of  the  carnage  in 
Hungary  and  other  Communist 
dominated  countries,  most  of  us 
were  impressed  with  the  great  dis- 
regard of  the  dictators  for  the 
value  of  a  human  soul. 

The  destruction  of  life  meant 
nothing.  Feelings  of  parents  were 
utterly  disregarded  as  boys  and 
girls  were  deported  to  Russia; 
home  ties  were  non-existent  in  the 
minds  of  Stalinists  and  their  suc- 
cessors. It  was  so  in  the  days  of 
Hitler  and  Mussolini. 

To  men  such  as  they,  Life  means 
little  or  nothing  —  especially  if  it 
is  the  other  fellow's  life  —  and 
tender  feelings,  hopes,  desires,  love, 
those  things  which  touch  deepest 
into  human  emotions,  are  childish, 
something  to  be  put  away.  But 
can  we  expect  anything  else  of  the 
dictators  of  those  countries?  What 
can  we  ask  of  any  person,  here  or 
there,  who  has  no  understanding 
of  the  meaning  of  life? 

Can  any  of  us  truly  appreciate 
the  value  of  a  human  soul  unless 
we  know  something  about  that 
soul,  about  its  origin  and  its 
destiny? 

WHAT  IS  A  HUMAN  BEING 
anyway?  Where  did  he  come 
from?  What  is  the  end  of  exist- 
ence, or  is  there  an  end? 

One  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
evaluate  anything  in  this  life  with- 
out first  knowing  what  it  is  good 
for,  what  it  has  been,  what  it  may 
become.  Place  a  value  on  lumber, 
for  instance.  It  is  found  in  terms 
of  what  the  lumber  can  be  used 
for.  Place  a  value  on  a  car.  Again 
it  is  determined  according  to 
utility,  or  place  it  on  a  house,  or 
a  railroad  ticket,    or   a   gallon  of 


gasoline.  Value  is  determined  as 
a  result  of  understanding,  compre- 
hension, appreciation.  Then  if  we 
cannot  evaluate  even  a  piece  of 
property  without  knowing  of  its 
potential,  can  we  determine  the 
value  of  a  man  without  similar 
knowledge? 

The  worth  of  a  soul,  then,  is  de- 
termined by  its  origin,  its  present 
power,  and  its  destiny. 

Then  who  and  what  is  man? 

Only  God  can  tell.  Not  a 
scientist,  not  a  philosopher,  not  a 
political   dictator.     Only  God. 

And  why  so?  Because  man  is  a 
part  of  the  infinite,  and  only  God 
is  truly  and  completely  infinite  in 
his  power  and  knowledge. 

And  who  is  man?  How  does 
God  answer  the  question?  He  tells 
us  without  uncertainty  of  any 
kind  that  man  is  God's  own  child: 
his  own  "off-spring"  as  Paul  ex- 
plains; that  Jesus  is  his  First  Born 
in  the  spirit,  and  is  our  elder 
brother.  We  are  of  the  race  of 
God,  not  of  apes,  nor  missing  links, 
nor  amoebas,  nor  birds,  nor  fish, 
but  of  God. 

AND  WHAT  IS  MAN'S 
DESTINY?  Is  it  oblivion?  Is  it  a 
ghostly  meaningless  existence  in  an 
uncertain  eternity?  Is  it  an  end- 
less playing  of  harps  or  singing  in 
choirs?  Is  it  an  opportunity  to 
gaze  forever  at  some  vision  of  per- 
fection which  is  now  incompre- 
hensible? What  is  man's  destiny? 
It  is  to  become  "perfect  even  as 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven" 
according  to  the  Saviour. 

If  we  are  his  children,  is  it  not 
the  most  natural  thing  that  we 
become  like  him.  And  since  we 
(Turn  to  page  40) 
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PRAYER  is  much  more  than 
begging  or  petition.  Prayer  is 
actually  a  two  edged  sword  of  ex- 
ceeding sharpness  and  power.  It 
is  not  only  a  wish  but  a  command. 
It  is  the  exercise  of  a  right — the 
right  of  a  child  to  a  Father's  pro- 
tection and  love. 

It  is  the  thing  by  which  we 
mortals  live.  Without  which,  in- 
deed, we  could  not  live.  It  is  the 
life  line  between  the  worlds  of 
earth  and  heaven.  Cut  that  line 
and  we  perish. 


PRAYER 


By  JACOB  COOPMAN 


Everyti.  ie  one  thinks  one  prays. 
When  I  say  thinks,  I  mean 
creatively,  for  thought  can  be  de- 
structive as  well  as  creative. 
Prayer  is  creative  thought  raised 
to  its  highest  power.  It  does 
things.  I  wish  to  make  it  plain — 
when  Jesus,  the  Master,  said  in 
Matthew  7,  "Ask  and  it  shall  be 
given  you;  seek  and  ye  shall  find; 
knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto 
you"  He  meant  every  word.  It  was 
not  to  be  taken  figuratively  but 
literally  for  everyone  who  asks 
receives. 

Its  full  realization  may  make  a 
new  heaven  upon  an  old  earth  for 
him  who  is  fortunate  enough  to 
attain  such  illumination.  How  is 
such  illumination  achieved?  By 
faith!  What  is  faith?  It  is,  to  use 
the  words  of  Paul.  "The  substance 
of  things  hoped  for;  the  evidence 
of  things  not  seen."  When  you 
come  to  think  of  it.  faith  must 
always  precede  belief.  You  could 
not  believe  if  you  did  not  have 
faith  that  you  could  do  so.  Prayer 


without  faith  is  like  a  dead  tele- 
phone wire.  Faith  always  comes  if 
you  pray  for  it.  The  only  test  of 
effectual  prayer  is  that  it  is 
answered.  The  person  who  prays 
without  receiving  an  answer,  is 
praying  the  wrong  way.  Jesus  has 
repeatedly  told  us  that  we  have  but 
to  ask  and  we  shall  receive.  We 
dare  not  make  Him  a  liar — He  is 
the  greatest  of  all. 

In  the  earlier)  stages  of  prayer  it 
will  often  seem  that  nothing  is 
happening.  Yet  something  always 
happens.  Faith  will  grow  as  the 
answers  come  and  we  get  accus- 
tomed to  "answers"  from  our 
Heavenly  Father.  Never  tell  God 
how  to  answer  your  prayer.  He 
knows  what  you  want  even  before 
you  ask.  Leave  the  answer  to  Him. 
Repeatedly  you  will  find  that  the 
answer  you  receive  is  not  always 
recognisable  at  the  time  of  recep- 
tion. You  may  have  expected  a 
different  answer,  but  sooner  or 
later  you  will  find  out  that  the 
answer  was  there  and  has  been 
there  all  the  time. 


When  home  is  ruled  according  to  God's  word,  angels  might  be  asked 
to  stay  a  night  with  us,  and  they  would  not  find  themselves  out  of  their 
element. — C.  H.  Spurgeon. 
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FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S 
DESK 


TTIOR  a  number  of  years  I  have 
■*■  subscribed  to  a  very  modest 
and  unpretending  newspaper 
called  "The  Native  Voice".  This 
paper  is  edited  and  published  by 
the  Indians  of  Western  Canada 
and  is  entirely  independent  of  the 
White  Man's  influence. 

I  have  been  interested  in  a 
series  of  Articles  written  by  a 
noted  Chief  by  the  name  of  "Big 
White  Owl".  This  Indian  gentle- 
man is  a  college  graduate  and  has 
donated  much  time  and  money  in 
searching  out  the  traditions  of  his 
people. 

I  never  cease  to  marvel  at  the 
similarity  between  these  Indian 
traditions  and  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon story.  The  following  is  a 
word  for  word  copy  from  "The 
Native  Voice"  and  is  entitled: 

"AND  OTHER  SHEEP  I  HAVE" 

"In  the  early  days  when  the  Red 
Man's  heart  was  heavy  with  sorrow 
and  distress,  he  could  —  if  he  so 
wished  —  climb  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain  and  there  build  an  altar 
of  stones  for  himself.  Quite  ofter 
a  great  flat  rock  served  for  this 
purpose  and  this  lofty  shrine  be- 
came his  regular  place  of  worship. 
Here  he  would  come  to  commune 
with  the  Great  Mvstery.  Here  he 
could  stand  at  break  of  dawn  to 
salute  the  risinej  sun.  Here  he 
come  to  smoke  the  Holy  Pipe  and 
give  thanks  to  the  "Giver  of  Life", 
to  "his  mother" — the  good  earth — 
to  the  sky  above,  and  to  the  four 
winds.  Here  he  came  to  offer  his 
daily  thanksgiving  because  every- 
day was  a  thanksgiving  day  for 
the  early  Red  Ind'an.  Here  he 
came  to  be  alone  with  the  creator 


and  furnisher  of  his  faith.  Here 
he  came  to  fast  and  hold  the  vigil. 
Yes,  it  was  from  the  mountain 
lookout  that  an  Indian  scout  of 
other  days  first  saw  the  approach 
of  a  itrange  white  winged  canoe 
that  brought  the  pale  man  to  this 
land. 

"Do  you  know  there  is  a  lot  of 
real  honest  truth  and  goodness  in 
many  of  the  seemingly  silly  and 
foolish  old  Indian  legends  and 
traditions?  Now.  if  it  so  happens, 
dear  reader,  that  you  are  one  of 
these  who  are  just  a  little  bit  secp- 
tical  about  the  sacredness  and  holi- 
ness of  hill  and  mountain,  go 
alone,  some  day,  my  friend,  visit 


the  mountain  ridge.  Stay  there  for 
a  while  and  listen  to  the  sweet 
music  of  the  wind.  Relax  and  for- 
get the  world  and  all  its  cares. 
Cleanse  your  thoughts  from  all  evil 
— just  think  and  dream  and  be 
with  your  God.  You  will  be  sur- 
prised how  much  good  can  be  de- 
rived by  communicating  with  the 
Great  Spirit  in  the  Indian  way. 

"I  sincerely  believe  in  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Early  Red  Indian  who 
stood  upon  the  summit,  naked  in 
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body  and  spirit.  I  believe  that  the 
early  Reel  Man  was  just  as  close  to 
his  Creator  as  is  the  present-day 
Christian  who  so  proudly  stands 
inside  a  mighty  cathedral,  adorned 
with  fine  garments  and  many  pre- 
cious jewels,  and  very  likely  think- 
ing more  about  the  money  he  plans 
to  invest  on  the  morrow  on  gold 
and  steel  shares,  than  about  the 
God  he  came  to  worship  in  the 
Holy  Church.  Often  my  heart  is 
made  very  unhappy  as  I  observe 
the  conduct  and  the  activities  of 
my  so-called  highly  civilized  white 
brethren.  They  worship  the  glit- 
tering silver  and  gold  but  they 
seem  to  forget  all  about  the  Great 
Architect  who  caused  it  to  be  em- 
bedded in  the  soil,  and  in  the  rocks 
of  the  earth,  for  all  mankind.  I 
fear  the  white  man's  civilization  is 
turning  into  a  religion  of  selfish- 
ness and  greed.  The  pale  man  has 
debased  his  dignity  by  crouching 
at  the  feet  of  false  idols  and  ter- 
restrial gods.  His  vision  and  gift 
of  perception  to  recognise  the 
Supreme  Truth  seems  to  be  com- 
pletely clouded  by  a  thousand  and 
one  prejudices. 

"I  stand  and  watch  this  strange 
scene,  hoping  to  learn  something 
worthwhile  and  good  from  this 
panorama  unfolding  before  and  all 
around  me.  Lo,  a  warning  voice 
from  the  infinite  space  whispers  a 
command,  saying,  'Judge  not  that 
ye  be  not  judged  .  .  .  Vengeance  is 
mine!'  'My  son,  take  up  thy  burden 
and  contine  on  in  peace  for  the 
end  has  not  yet  come'.  So,  wearily 
I  must  move  on  with  the  surging 
crowd  for  repentance  is  useless  if 
not  followed  by  action. 

"During  my  research  and  studies 
I  have  discovered  many  facts  re- 
vealing astonishing  things  that 
can  be  understood  only  as  a  native 
can  comprehend  them,  such  as 
facts  and  revelations  which  have 
come  to  pass  and  prophesies  yet  to 
take  place.  For  instance,  there  is 
a  certain  old  Indian  story  that  re- 
lates how  "The  original  people" 
(Lenni  Lenape)  were  once  visited 
by  a  great  teacher  and  prophet 
who  rode  upon  the  clouds  in  the 
sky,  and  hung  over  the  salty  sea. 
He  came  to  teach  the  Red  people 
what  was  good  and  what  was  bad. 
He  showed  them  how  the  spirit  of 


love  was  so  much  greater  and 
nobler  than  the  power  of  hate  and 
greed.  He  taught  them  how  to  see 
His  goodness  and  mercy  in  the  sun. 
tho  moon,  and  in  the  stars  above. 
And  it  is  said  by  the  wise  ones, 
that  :,his  great  teacher  and  prophet 
wore  a  blanket  of  white  ermine 
over  His  shoulder,  and  a  hairy 
mask  ov^v  his  face.  And  after 
labouring  among  the  Red  People 
for  a  little  while.  He  returned  to 
His  throne  in  the  sky,  but  this  time 
He  took  himself  twelve  wise  men, 
the  twelve  wisest  of  the  twelve 
tribes.  And  it  is  further  said  that 
when  this  Great  Teacher  was  ready 
to  depart  He  promised  to  return 
again  and  bring  with  Him  the 
twelve  wise  men  who  would  be 
learned  in  the  ways  of  peace  and 
true  brotherhood.  Many  of  the 
people  believed  in  this  Great 
Teacher,  but  even  more  believed 
Him  not,  and  thus  there  was  strife 
and  division  amongst  the  original 
people.  Cruel  wars  and  moral 
decadency  followed.  The  believers 
and  the  followers  of  the  Truth 
were  swamped  and  persecuted  by 
the  selfish  unbelievers  who  were 
ruled  by  the  evil  power  of  Hate, 
and  both  factions  suffered  very 
much. 

"Now,  about  the  same  time  all 
this  happened  in  America  there' 
was  a  Great  and  Good  Teacher  in* 
the  old  land  across  the  sea  whey 
went  around  doing  good  work  and 
teaching  his  fellowmen  the  true 
meaning  of  fellowship  and  love. 
And  this  same  Great  and  Good 
Teacher  and  All- wise  Philosopher 
once  said:  'And  other  sheep  I  have 
which  are  not  of  this  fold,  them 
also  1  must  bring,  and  they  shall 
hear  my  voice;  and  there  shall  be 
one  fold  and  one  shepherd.'  Some- 
times I  feel  also  sure  that  when  the 
Great  teacher  spoke  to  the  multi- 
tudes in  the  old  land  across  the 
sea  about  His  other  sheep,  He  was 
referring  to  the  Red  People  living 
in  the  America's.  Then,  too,  I  feel 
almost  certain  that  after  He  was 
deprived  of  His  earthly  life  it  was 
then  that  He  appeared  to  His 
'Other  Sheep'  in  the  land  which 
is  now  known  as  the  New  World. 
God  is  a  spirit,  and  the  spirit  is 
everywhere  and  eternal. 

(Continued  on  page  54) 
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A    WHOLENESS 
OF   LIFE 


NOT  so  long  ago,  a  group  of 
young  people  sat  together 
discussing  the  various  aspects  of 
life  and  the  question  arose: 
"How  does  one  achieve  a  wholeness 
of  life  in  this  hectic  age  of  com- 
plexity and  uncertainty  and  how 
does  one  find  peace  of  mind?" 
After  much  discussion  and  con- 
troversy, an  older  participant  of 
•our  group  offered  a  suggestion 
that,  I  feel,  was  a  perfect  answer. 
He  said,  "Be  willing  to  assume  full 
responsibility  for  everything  you 
do." 

Children  and  immature  people 
generally  are  not  willing  to  do 
this.  Ask  a  lad  of  six  why  he 
didn't  come  home  when  he  prom- 
ised and  he  will  likely  reply,  "Billy 
(his  friend)  wouldn't  let  me."  Ask 
a  "grown-up"  adolescent  why  he 
cheated  on  an  examination,  and 
he  is  likely  to  reply,  "Everyone 
else  does  it."  A  thousand  excuses 
are  offered  by  children  and  by 
adults  to  evade  responsibility  for 
things  done  and  not  done.  We 
felt  that  we  could  be  lead  to  a 
-wholeness  in  life  if  we  would  dis- 
cipine  ourselves  and  say  and  be- 
lieve ...  "I  will  assume  full  re- 
sponsibility for  what  I  say  and 
do."  This  is  only  one  of  the  many 
principles  to  live  by — but  it  is 
wholesome. 

No  one  of  us  can  solve  all  the 
problems  in  which  we  become  in- 
volved or  to  which  we  are  related. 
There  are  circumstances  in  nearly 
every  situation  beyond  our  con- 
trol. All  of  us  could  taVe  a  lesson 
from  the  philosophy  and  practice 
of  the  physician.  He  is  called  to 
the  bedside  of  a  serious1  v  ill 
patient.    He  uses  every  power  and 


By   KRISTE   MILLER 

bit  of  knowlede  at  his  command 
to  do  everything  he  can  for 
the  patient;  then  he  leaves  the 
battle  for  life  to  the  patient  and 
to  the  mercy  of  God  until  he  can 
clearly  see  something  else  he  can 
do.  In  the  meantime,  he  throws 
his  heart  and  mind  into  the  inter- 
est of  scores  of  other  patients.  No 
doctor  can  keep  his  sanity  and 
health  if  he  assumes  full  re- 
sponsibility for  the  lives  of  his 
patients.  He  recognizes  that  he  is 
not  God.  He  assumes  full  re- 
sponsibility for  what  he  does,  and 
for  what  he  can  and  should  do, 
but  more  he   cannot  do. 

There  is  no  value  in  each  of  us 
worrying  about  all  the  affairs  of 
the  world,  the  Church,  the  family, 
or  the  team.  A  bov  who  plays 
goalie  should  play  it  well.  The 
coach  can  worry  about  other 
men's  Dlaying.  Let  a  nurse  do  all 
in  her  power  for  a  patient  and 
the  doctor  his  part.  None  of  us 
can  assume  full  responsibility  for 
other    people's   roles   in   life. 

(Turn  to  page  54^ 


36 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER     February.  1959. 


Woman's    Status 


OTTOMAN'S  status  in  the  Church 
™  ™    of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints     is     a     social     inheritance, 
chiefly   from  ancient   Isreal. 

In  the  Book  of  Mormon,  a  work 
of  600  pages  in  the  first  edition, 
only  two  women  are  mentioned, 
and  that  quite  incidently.  But 
there,  however,  is  in  the  Bible,  the 
influence   is   in   the    background. 

Man,  in  the  church  organized  by 
the  Lord  through  Joseph  Smith,  is 
head  of  the  family,  just  as  Christ 
is  head  of  the  Church.  This  head- 
ship, however,  does  not  imply  a 
sort  of  Lordship  in  the  home,  al- 
though it  may  sometimes  come  to 
this.  In  the  Mormon  marriage 
ceremony  there  is  no  odedience 
clause  and  there  never  was.  As 
far  back  as  1835  the  clause  was: 
"You  both  mutully  agree  to  be 
each  other's  companions,  man  and 
wife,  observing  the  legal  rights  be- 
longing  to  this  condition."  Nor  did 
this  argeement  come  as  a  result  of 
any  protest  from  the  modern 
woman  —  who  was  not  then  in 
existence.  Rather,  it  arose  from 
the  feeling  that  marriage  was  an 
equal    partnership. 

And  so  it  is  that  women  have 
come  into  their  own  in  the  Church. 
Although  the  man  holds  the  Priest- 
hood and  Authority  to  perform  the 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  the 
woman  has  her  great  responsibili- 
ty. In  1842  the  first  distinctively 
woman's  organization  in  the  Mor- 
mon Church  was  created.  The 
meeting  at  which  the  Relief  So- 
ciety was  organized  is  interesting, 
as  revealing  the  Prophet's  attitude 
towards  women  in  general.  There 
were  seventeen  women,  the  Pro- 
phet, and  two  Apostles  in  atten- 
dance. When  it  came  time  to 
-choose  the  President  of  the  Relief 
Society,  as  it  was  to  be  called,  the 
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Prophet  and  the  two  Apostles, 
John  Taylor  and  Willard  Richards, 
left  the  meeting  and  did  not  re- 
turn until  they  had  finally  chosen 
their  leader,  who  was  Emma 
Smith,  wife  of  the  Prophet.  The 
Prophet  did  not  make  the  least 
effort  to  take  away  the  rights  of 
the  women  to  choose  as  they  saw 
fit.  He  did  say  to  them,  though, 
that  the  purpose  of  the  Relief  So- 
ciety was  to :  "To  provoke  the 
brethern  to  good  works,  to  seek 
for  the  object  of  charity,  and  look 
after  their  needs." 

This  Relief  Society  still  exists 
today  and  has  a  membership  of 
about  one  hundred  thousand. 

President  McKay  has  this  to 
say  about  the  Relief  Society :  "The 
responsibility  of  the  Relief  Society 
is  to  aid  the  Priesthood  in  esta- 
blishing the  Kingdom  of  God,  in 
relieving  the  suffering,  and  giving 
succor  to  the  poor,  and  in  many 
ways  contributing  to  peace  and 
happiness  in  the  world.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  the  Relief  Society 
merits  first  place  amongst  the 
Auxiliaries  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus   Christ." 


(Turn  to  page  40> 
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A  CHANGE  TO 


X  OOKING  back  on  the  past 
-*-^  year  I  can  truly  say  that  it 
has  been  the  happiest  I  have  ever 
known.  It  was  just  a  year  ago,  in 
January  that  there  was  a  knock 
on  my  lounge  door,  and  standing 
there  were  two  young  men,  who 
asked  if  they  might  come  into  my 
home  and  leave  with  me  a  message 
of  the  Gospel.  I  invited  them  in 
and  I  have  never  regretted  that 
day. 

Before  the  two  young  men  came 
to  my  home,  I  had  gone  regularly 
to  Church.  Every  Sunday  morning 
to  Communion  Service,  and  then 
to  the  Children's  Service  with  my 
three  children.  When  I  could  I 
went  to  the  evening  service  too, 
but  there  always  seemed  to  be 
something  lacking.  I  could  not 
understand  why  it  was  that  the 
Minister  preached  that  God  the 
Father,  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  were  One  in  Holy 
Trinity,  and  not  three  different 
personages. 

There  was  a  lot  more  that  I  did 
not  understand,  but  there  seemed 
to  be  no  one  I  could  ask,  and  the 
Minister,  although  a  very  nice  per- 
son, did  not  have  much  time  at  his 
disposal  to  explain  the  different 
things  I  did  not  understand.  Every 
Sunday  when  I  went  to  Church,  I 
knew  almost  the  text,  the  lessons 
which  were  going  to  be  read,  and 
more  or  less  what  the  sermon 
would  be  about.  Although  the 
Minister  tried  to  make  his  sermons 
interesting,  he  used  to  stand  in  the 
pulpit,  and  read  them  off  sheets  of 
paper,  seldom  looking  up  at  his 
congregation.  It  was  little  wonder 
that  tho  people  in  the  congregation 
used  to  fidget,  cough,  and  shuffle 
while  the  sermon  was  on. 


It  was  after  a  couple  of  months 
of  lessons  from  the  young  men, 
who  were  Elders  in  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
that  they  asked  me  to  go  to  their 
Church  in  Mowbray.  I  was  a  little 
worried  at  first  as  I  knew  it  would 
be  so  different  from  the  church  I 
usually  attended,  but  little  did  I 
realize  hew  wonderful  it  was,  and 
what  a  peaceful  and  happy  atmos- 
phere there  was  amongst  the  con- 
gregation who  attended  the 
Church. 

At  first  I  felt  rather  strange,  but 
after  attending  Church  about  three 
times,  I  began  to  meet  my  new 
friends.  What  a  lovely  feeling  it 
was  to  be  greeted  each  time  I 
attended  Church,  with  out- 
stretched hands  and  a  welcoming 
smile. 

In  no  time  at  all  I  felt  at  home, 
and  each  Service  I  attended  I  en- 
joyed and  learned  so  much  that  I 
soon  had  my  children  interested 
After  the  very  first  meeting  my 
son  Frank,  said  he  would  not  go 
back  to  the  other  Church  as  he 
did  not  learn  anything  at  all  there, 
and  he  would  go  to  Mowbray  by 
train  if  I  could  not  take  him. 

My  small  daughter  Joan,  was 
soon  mixing  with  the  other  young 
children  and  formed    fine    friend- 
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A  HAPPIER  LIFE 


ships  with  them  all,  but  her 
favourite  friend  is  young  Dianne, 
for  whom  she  looks  as  soon  as  we 
arrive. 

My  eldest  daughter  Coral  was 
rather  quiet  and  did  not  have  much 
to  say  about  the  Church,  but  I 
could  see  that  she  enjoyed  attend- 
ing Services  at  Mowbray.  She  is  at 
a  Convent  School  and  so  with  the 
Catholic  teaching,  the  English 
Church  teaching  and  now  the 
Mo/mon  teaching  of  the  Gospel, 
she  is  having  to  sort  out  for  her- 
self which  she  thinks  is  the  true 
Gospel,  and  I  do  not  think  that  she 
will  make  a  mistake  when  she  does 
make  her  choice. 

One  day  the  Elders  asked  me  if 
I  would  like  to  be  baptized  and  be- 
come a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
I  had  been  praying  very  hard  about 
this,  and  was  not  too  happy  about 
it,  as  it  meant  a  big  break  with 
tradition  and  a  completely  new 
Church  life.  Although  most  of  my 
relatives  were  against  my  joining 
this  Church,  I  felt  sure  the  Lord 
would  answer  my  prayer  as  he  had 
done  several  times  before. 

That  night,  which  was  a  Thurs- 
day, I  prayed  harder  than  ever, 
and  continued  to  do  so  until  the 
Saturday  night.  I  had  been 
attending  the  Mowbray  church  for 


By   YVONNE  CARTWRIGHT 

some  time,  but  something  prompted 
me  to  go  to  the  old  church,  so  once 
again  I  went  to  the  Children's  Ser- 
vice. When  the  Minister  read  the 
lesson,  much  to  my  amazement  the 
text  was  about  baptism,  how  Jesus 
had  been  baptized  and  that  every- 
one should  be  baptized  so  that  they 
can  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of 
God.  When  the  Minister  gave  his 
sermon,  which  usually  has  to  do 
with  the  text  given  that  day,  he 
spoke  on  quite  a  different  subject. 
Then  I  knew  God  had  once  again 
been  good  to  me  and  had  answered 
my  prayer  in  His  own  way. 

The  day  the  Elders  called  to  take 
me  to  Cumorah  for  Baptism,  was 
truly  a  wonderful  day  for  me.  I 
felt  very  nervous,  before  and  dur- 
ing the  Baptismal  Service,  but  a 
lovely  change  seemed  to  come  over 
me  when  I  emerged  from  the 
waters  of  baptism,  and  had  the 
Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  given  to 
me.  May  1  always  remember  the 
covenants  I  made  that  day. 

Now  we  all  attend  the  Church 
every  Sunday  and  are  very  happy 
doing  so.  We  are  all  progressing 
and  learning  something  more  each 
time,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that 
Frank  has  given  three  talkes  in  his 
class.  Coral  has  given  her  first 
talk,  and  I  have  humbly  tried  to 
give  two  talks  in  my  class. 

Our  home  life  is  completely 
changed.  We  don't  miss  the  tea, 
etc.,  at  all  and  find  we  are  both 
healthier  and  happier  without 
them.  We  live  the  Word  of  Wis- 
dom as  though  we  had  done  so  all 
our  lives. 

I  can  truly  say  that  I  have  never 
met  such  happy,  lovely  people  as  I 
have  met  at  "Cumorah",    and    I 
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deeply  appreciate  the  kindness  of 
f>ll  the  Elders,  their  friendliness  to- 
wards me,  and  the  great  deal  of 
work  that  they  put  into  all  their 
lessons. 


brave  enough  to  bear  my  testimony 
in  Church  on  a  Testimony  Sunday, 
I  leave  my  testimony  here  that  I 
know  this  to  be  the  true  Gospel, 
restored  by  a  true  Prophet  of  the 


Although   I    have   not   yet   been     Lord  through  revelation. 


NEW  MISSION  COUNSELOR 


Announcement  has  been  made 
by  the  First  Presidency  of  the 
appointment  of  Elder  Douglas  J. 
Henderson  to  the  position  of 
second  counsellor  to  President 
Glen  G.  Fisher  He  succeeds  Elder 
Jack  Holt  who  has  returned  home. 

Elder  Henderson,  who  represents 
the  Vancouver  First  Branch,  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Hen- 
derson of  Vancouver,  British  Col- 
umbia, Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hen- 
derson are  at  present  living  in 
West  Berlin. 


Prior  to  his  mission  call,  Elder 
Henderson  was  a  student  at  the 
University  of  British  Columbia 
where  he  received  his  B.A.  Degree. 
He  has  also  completed  one  year  of 
post  graduate  studies  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Utah. 

Since  his  arrival  in  South  Africa, 
he  has  laboured  in  Benoni  and 
Johannesburg.  He  served  as  super- 
vising Elder  of  the  West  Rand 
while  in  Johannesburg. 

Elder  Henderson  received  his 
appointment  February  9,  1959 


EDITORIAL  —  continued. 

are  commanded  to  do  so,  we  have 
that  potential. 

Then  what  is  the  worth  of  a 
soul?  It  is  infinite,  beyond  our 
ability  to  even  estimate.  It  is  next 
to  placing  a  value  upon  the  Deity, 
for  we  are  his  offspring. 

THE  WORTH  OF  A  HUMAN 
SOUL!  As  we  look  at  our  little 
ones  here  on  earth,  sense  the 
power  of  their  personalities;  as  we 
feel  their  love  ,their  compassion, 
their  loyalty;  as  we  appreciate  the 
meaning  of  tender  "feelings";  as 
we  watch  souls  develop  from  help- 


less infants  to  literal  giants  of  in- 
tellect and  power,  can  we  truly 
estimate  their  worth? 

Then  let  us  never  attempt  to 
depreciate  that  value.  A  soul 
which  is  a  child  of  God,  and  which 
has  the  potential  of  sometime  be- 
coming perfect,  even  as  God,  de- 
serves our  greatest  care  and  most 
intelligent  direction. 

Each  one  has  a  right  to  every 
assistance  which  parents  or 
teachers  or  neighbours  can  give  in 
reaching  the  great  ultimate  goal 
which  the  Lord  has  set  before  us. 


RELIEF  SOCIETY 


continued. 


I  myself  have  been  a  member 
of  the  Relief  Society  for  the  past 
thirty  years  —  since  my  childhood 
days.  I  have  learned  a  great  deal 
from  the  teachings  of  this  organi- 
zation. In  the  early  years  of  my 
marriage  I  learned  to  apply  the 
budget  system  in  my  home,  and 
also  teach  it  to  other  members  of 
the  Church.  I  learned  many  things 
in  regard  to  the  rearing  of  my 
daughters  and  sons  that  has  stood 


them,   as   well   as  myself,   in  good 
stead. 

I  have  been  very  grateful  for 
my  membership  in  the  Relief  So- 
ciety it  has  brought  many  bles- 
sings to  me  that  I  am  sure  would 
not  be  mine  outside  of  the  Church. 
I  can  honestly  recommend  the 
Relief  Society  to  both  the  old  and 
young  women  of  the  Church  as  a 
means  of  growing  and  progressing 
both  mentally,  intellectually,  and 
spiritually. 
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A  Disciple  of  Christ 


By   MILTON    BENNION. 


DISCIPLES  of  Christ  seek  after 
ultimate  spiritual  values,  and 
all  else  is  contributory  as  a  means 
towards  this  end;  material  values 
are  never  ends  in  themselves. 

"God  is  Spirit :  and  they  that 
worship  him  must  worship  him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth." — John  4 :  24. 

Men  too  often  become  engrossed 
with  the  craving  of  the  flesh,  the 
possession  of  great  wealth,  and  the 
exercise  of  power  over  their  fellow 
men,  directly  or  indirectly.  Thus, 
spiritual  values  become  submerged; 
the  result  is  the  current  evils  that 
trouble  the  human  race  and 
threaten  its  utter  destruction. 

"Be  not  overcome  of  evil,  but 
overcome  evil  with  good." — Romans 
12:21. 

This  requires  humility,  faith  in 
God  and  in  human  possibilities  for 
good,  love  of  all  God's  children, 
and  willingness  to  use  all  one's 
knowledge,  abilities,  and  posses- 
sions in  the  service  of  God  and 
fellow  men.  To  be  most  effective, 
this  service  requires  discrimination 
as  to  relative  values,  as  indicated 
by  the  prophet  Micah. 

"He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man, 
what  is  good:  and  what  doth  the 
Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do 
justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to 
walk  humbly  with  thy  God?" — 
Micah  6:8 

The  same  thought  is  emphatic- 
ally stated  by  Jesus   thus: 

"Woe  unto  you,  scribes  and 
Pharisees,  hypocrites !  for  ye 
pay  tithe  of  mint  and  anise  and 
cummin,  and  have  omitted  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law, 
judgment,  mercy  and  faith : 
these  ought  ye  to  have  done,  and 
not  to  leave  the  other  undone. 
"Ye  blind  guides,  which  strain  at 


a  gnat,  and  swallow  a  camel." — 
Matthew  23:23-24. 

Jesus  Christ  was  and  is  the 
greatest  teacher  of  mankind.  He 
understood  both  children  and 
adults,  and  how  best  to  influence 
adults  of  both  good  and  evil  inten- 
tions. The  admonition,  "Follow 
me,"  occurs  many  times  in  the  gos- 
pels. So  ought  we  to  be  followers 
of  Christ,  not  blindly  but  with  in- 
telligence and  the  exercise  of  our 
God-given  freedom. 

There  is  no  substitute  for  hon- 
esty and  industry  whether  in 
private  or  in  public  affairs.  Yet 
one  who  attempts  to  apply  the 
teachings  of  Christ  in  public 
affairs  is  often  denounced  as  a 
dangerous  political  heretic;  organi- 
zations formed  in  pursuit  of  the 
same  end  are  condemned  and  their 
supporter/,  anathematized.  Tnis 
was  true  of  the  Christians  of  the 
first  and  second  centuries,  and  they 
were  to  regarded  by  Roman  rulers. 
Even  "the  noble  Marcus  Aurelius 
Antonius"  (161-180)  persecuted  the 
Christians  Many         reformers 

through  the  Middle  Ages  and 
modern  times  have  suffered  the 
same  fate  as  the  ancient 
Christians. 

It  should  be  remembered  that 
true  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  have 
always  had  difficulties  in  promul- 
gating his  Gospel.  Their  influence, 
however,  is  not  to  be  measured  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers,  but  in 
proportion  to  their  enduring  devo- 
tion to  the  cause,  irrespective  of 
the  material  consequences  to  them- 
selves. This  is  not  the  easy  way 
of  life,  but  the  one  that  will  re- 
sult in  the  most  lasting  joy  and 
enduring  satisfactions  to  all  who 
accept  and  adhere  to  the  Christ- 
like wav  of  life. 
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In  one  sense,  the  greatest  men  of 
u  mil  urn  lire  often  those  whom  it 
puts  to  death.  Socrates  honored 
the  Athenians,  who  would  not 
suffer  him  to  live.  Spinoza  was 
the  greatest  modern  Jew,  and  the 
synagogue  expelled  him  with  igno- 
miny. Jesus  was  the  glory  of  the 
people  of  Israel,  and  they  crucified 
him. — Renan. 


The   Testimony 


"V/fTEBSTER  says  a  "martyr"  is 
™  ™  one  who  voluntarily  suffers 
death  for  refusing  to  renounce  his 
religion.  On  one  occasion  some- 
one said,  "Anyone  can  start  a  re- 
ligion", and  Talleyrand  answered, 
"Yes,  if  he  is  willing  to  die  for  it". 

Down  through  the  ages  there 
have  been  many  martyrs  who 
have  been  willing  to  make  this 
sacrifice  and  have  sealed  their 
testimony  with  their  blood,  giving 
their  life  for  the  establishment  of 
a  religion  or  in  defence  of  truth. 
The  testimony  of  these  martyrs 
will  live  on  forever.  Their  message 
to  the  world  has  been  so  impor- 
tant that  God  has  allowed  them 
to  suffer  great  tribulation  and 
finally,  a  martyr's  death,  sealing 
their  testimony  with  their  blood. 

I  should  like  to  discuss  the  lives 
of  a  few  of  these  martyrs,  in  the 
hope  that  we  might  appreciate 
mor?  fully,  the  great  sacrifice  they 
have  made  to  establish  for  us.  the 
true  plan  of  salvation.  It  is  a  fact 
that  during  their  lives  they  nar- 
rowly escaped  death  .  .  .  but  no 
man  could  take  their  lives  until 
their  mission  was  fulfilled.  God 
protected  them  until  their  message 
had  been  delivered,  their  work 
done. 


Let  us  consider  first  a  Book  of 
Mormon  Prophet,  "Abinadi".  He 
lived  150  years  before  Christ  at  a 
time  when  the  Nephites  were  ruled 
by  a  wicked  king.  This  King, 
"Noah"  by  name,  had  gathered 
around  him  evil  men  and  together 
they  ruled  in  wickedness  and 
horror. 

Abinadi  called  them  to  re- 
pentance and  King  Noah  threat- 
ened his  life  .  .  .  "thou  shalt  be 
put  to  dealth  unless  thou  wilt  re- 
call all  the  words  which  thou  has 
spoken  evil  concerning  me  and  my 
pecple".   Mosiah  17:  8. 

Abinadi  answered  that  he  would 
deny  nothing,  and  having  been 
sent  from  God  to  deliver  a  mes- 
sage, he  would  continue  until  his 
mission  was  finished  .  .  .  "Yea  and 
T  will  suffer  even  until  death,  and 
I  will  not  recall  my  words,  and 
they  shall  stand  as  a  testimony 
against  you.  And  if  ve  slay  me 
ye  will  shed  innocent  blood,  and 
this  shall  also  stand  as  a  testi- 
mony against  you  at  the  last  days." 
Mosiah  17:   9-10. 

These  words  brought  fear  into 
the  hearts  of  these  wicked  men. 
for  they  "durst  not  lay  their  hands 
on  him,  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
was  upon  him;  and  his  face  shone 


42 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER     February,  1959. 


with  exceeding  luster,  even  as 
Moses  did  while  in  the  Mount  of 
Sinai,  while  speaking  with  the 
Lord." 

Abinadi  then  bore  a  fervent 
testimony  that  "God  Himself 
(Jesus)  would  come  down  among 
Men".  This  statement  condemned 
him,  and  after  his  mission  was 
fulfilled  he  was  burned  to  death. 

We  have  many  Biblical  martyrs. 


Jesus  standing  on  the  right  hand 
of  God.  And  said,  behold  I  see 
the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Son 
of  man  standing  on  the  right  hand 
of  God".  Acts  7:  55-56. 

This  was  too  much  for  them  so 
they  took  Stephen  .  .  .  "out  of  the 
city  and  stoned  him":  until  he 
died. 

Peter,  another  great  defender  of 
the  Saviour  .  .  .  who  bore  witness 


Of  Martyrs 


By  PRESIDEN  GLEN  G.  FISHER. 


the  greatest  of  whom  is  the 
Saviour.  There  were  others  who 
bore  witness  of  the  Redeemer  and 
it  is  notable  to  observe  that  each 
one  was  condemned  as  was 
Abinadi  for  declaring  the  heir- 
ship of  the  Son  of  God  and  for 
calling  the  wicked  to  repentance. 

Space  will  not  permit  a  discus- 
sion of  all.  but  let  us  consider  a 
few  —  Stephen  a  man  .  .  .  "full 
of  faith  and  power,  did  great  won- 
ders and  miracles  among  the 
people".  Acts  6:8. 

He  accused  the  Jews  in  this 
wise:  "Ye  stiffnecked  and  un- 
circumcised  in  heart  and  ears,  ye 
do  always  resist  the  Holy  Ghost: 
as  your  fathers  did,  so  do  ye. 
Which  of  the  prophets  have  not 
your  fathers  persecuted?  And 
they  have  slain  them  which 
shewed  before  of  the  coming  of 
the  Just  One;  of  whom  ye  have 
been  now  the  betrayers  and  mur- 
derers: Who  have  received  the  law 
by  the  disposition  of  angels,  and 
have  not  kept  it".  Acts  7:  51-53. 

Men  do  pot  like  to  be  told  of 
their  svns  so  th*w  "gnashed  on 
him  with  their  teeth".  "But  he 
being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
looked  steadfastlv  into  heaven, 
and  saw  the    glory   of    God.   and 
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of  the  resurrection,  and  divine 
Sonship  of  the  Master  .  .  .  "Thou 
are  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  liv- 
ing God",  who  claimed  that  he 
heard  the  voice  of  God  the 
Father  on  the  Mount  of  Trans- 
figuration, and  witnessed  many 
other  heavenly  manifestations, 
died  a  martyrs  death.  It  has  been 
said  that  he  requested  that  he  be 
hanged  with  his  head  down,  as  he 
felt  unworthv  to  die  in  the  same 
posture  as  his  beloved  Redeemer. 

Paul  was  a  fearless  teacher  and 
defender  of  Christ.  No  man  could 
take  his  life  until  he  was  ready. 
He  was  protected  bv  angels  and 
finallv  mad?  this  Droohetic  state- 
m°nt:  "For  I  am  now  ready  to  be 
offered,  and  th»  time  of  mv  depar- 
ture is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a 
good  fight,  I  have  finished  my 
course,  I  have  kept  the  faith".  2 
Tim.  4:  6-7. 
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Tradition  saws  he  was  beheaded 
in  Rome  at  the  command  of  Nero. 

The  martyrdom  of  Jesus  Christ 
followed  closely  the  pattern.  One 
writer  has  said:  "His  life  was  the 
perfect  life.  His  enemies,  failing 
to  find  any  guilt  in  Him,  resorted 
to  mobocracy  to  end  His  life.  He 
answered  their  every  question, 
performed  miracles  which 
astounded  them,  did  good  every- 
where, but  chastised  and  rebuked 
them  for  their  adultery,  insin- 
cerity, drunkenness.  He  threat- 
ened their  vainglorious  way  of  life; 
he  called  them  hypocrites,  vipers 
and  murderers  of  prophets.  He 
had  restored  the  gospel  and  estab- 
lished his  kingdom.  It  was  in- 
evitable that  he  should  die  to  wit- 
ness eternally  of  his  divinity.  His 
every  word  was  criticised;  He  was 
accused  of  being  a  deceiver,  a 
glutton,  a  winebibber,  a  common 
person  associating  with  publicans 
and  sinners.  They  called  Him  a 
Sabbath  breaker,  a  usurper  of 
authority,  a  tax  evader.  They 
charged  Him  with  heresy  and 
sedition.  He  was  said  to  be  an 
ignoramus,  a  blasphemer,  and 
accused  of  being  born  of  fornica- 
tion. He  was  arrested,  spat  upon, 
torn  with  thorns,  mocked  and 
beaten.  He  was  seized  by  a  vile 
mob  led  by  one  from  his  inner 
circle  who  had  maliciously 
planned  to  betray  him.  Chief 
priests  and  elders  took  "counsel 
against  Jesus  and  put  him  to 
death".  Magistrates  found  no 
fault.  The  governor  examined 
the  prisoner  but  washed  his  hands 
saying:  "I  am  innocent  of  the 
blood  of  this  just  person." 

They  could  not  take  his  life: 
"but  no  man  laid  hands  on  Him, 
because  His  hour  was  not  yet 
come."    John  7:  30. 

But  when  His  work  was  estab- 
lished, the  church  organized,  the 
Keys  delivered.  He  said  .  .  .  "Go 
into  the  city  to  such  a  man,  and 
sav  unto  him,  the  Master  saith, 
"My  time  is  at  hand".  And  then 
in  the  garden  He  said,  "I  lay  down 
my  life  for  the  sheep  ...  no  man 
taketh  it  from  me  but  I  lay  it 
down  of  myself.  I  have  power  to 
lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to 
take  it  up  again." 


As  He  stood  before  His  accusers. 
Caiaphas  the  high  priest  asked :  "I 
adjure  thee  by  the  Living  God 
that  thou  tell  us  whether  thou  be 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God."  Jesus 
saith  unto  him,  "Thou  hast  said." 

And  so  they  nailed  the  Master 
to  a  cross  and  he  gave  His  life  as 
a  ransom,  sealing  His  life's  mis- 
sion with  His  blood.  His  testi- 
mony that  he  was  the  Son  of  God, 
condemned  him. 

In  this  dispensation  of  time 
another  prophet  arose  to  bear  wit- 
ness of  Jesus  Christ.  His  name, 
Joseph  Smith.  He  declared  to  the 
world  that  he  had  seen  a  vision  of 
the  Father  and  His  Son.  For 
twenty-four  years  he  suffered 
violent  persecution.  He  was  im- 
prisoned 48  times,  tarred  and 
feathered,  shot  at  and  mobbed. 
Not  once  did  they  find  him  guilty 
of  offence.  They  could  not  take 
his  life  until  his  mission  was 
finished.  Like  Abinadi.  Stephen, 
Peter,  Paul  and  the  Saviour,  his 
life  was  preserved:  angels  minis- 
tered to  him,  and  his  enemies 
were  confounded.  Finally,  how- 
ever, his  hour  came.  He  said,  "I 
am  going  like  a  lamb  to  the 
slaughter.  But  I  am  as  calm  as  a 
summers  morning:  I  have  a  con- 
science void  of  offence  towards 
God,  and  towards  all  men.  I  shall 
die  innocent,  and  it  shall  be  said 
of  me  ...  he  was  murdered  in 
cold  blood."  Doc  and  Cov.  135:4. 

Yes  it  was  murder:  Joseph 
Smith  and  his  brother  Hyrum 
were  killed  at  Carthage  Jail.  June 
27,  1844. 

Again  like  the  other  Prophets, 
he,  Joseph  Smith,  was  condemned 
because  of  his  witness  concerning 
God.     This  was  his  testimony: 

"I  had  actually  seen  a  light  and 
in  the  midst  of  that  light  I  saw 
two  Personages,  and  they  did  in 
reality  speak  to  me:  and  though  I 
was  hated  and  persecuted  for  say- 
ing that  I  had  seen  a  vision,  yet 
it  was  true;  and  while  they  were 
persecuting  me,  reviling  me.  and 
speaking  all  manner  of  evil 
against  me  falsely  for  so  saying, 
I  was  led  to  say  in  my  heart: 
Why  persecute  me  for  telling  the 
truth?     I  have    actually    seen    a 
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vision;  and  who  am  I  that  I  can 
withstand  God,  or  why  does  the 
world  think  to  make  me  deny 
what  I  have  actually  seen?  For  I 
had  seen  a  vision;  I  knew  it  and 
I  knew  that  God  knew  it,  and  I 
could  not  deny  it,  neither  dared 
I  do  it;  at  least  I  knew  that  by  so 
doing  I  would  offend  God  and 
come   under   condemnation." 


And  so  Joseph  and  Hyrum 
Smith  take  their  place  among  the 
martyrs  of  the  past.  We  owe 
them,  and  all  who  have  given 
their  lives  for  the  establishment 
of  truth,  a  great  debt  of  gratitude. 

Their  reward  is  assured  for, 
"Whoso  layeth  down  his  life  in 
my  cause,  for  my  name's  sake, 
shall  find  it  again,  even  life 
eternal."  Doc.  and  Cov.  98:13. 


A  Change  of  Heart 


Alma  at  one  time,  asked  the 
people  of  Zarahemla  the  follow- 
ing question: 

"And  now  behold,  I  say  unto  you, 
my  brethern,  if  ye  have  ex- 
perienced a  change  of  heart,  and  ye 
have  felt  to  sing  the  song  of  re- 
deeming love,  1  would  ask,  can  ye 
feel  so  now? 

"Have  ye  walked  blameless  be- 
fore God?  Could  ye  say,  if  ye  were 
called  to  die  at  this  time,  within 
yourselves,  that  ye  have  been  suffi- 
ciently humble?"       Alma  5:    26-27. 

I  would,  at  this  time,  like  to  ask 
each  membef  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
who  had  or  should  have  had  a 
testimony  of  the  truthfulness  of 
the  Gospel,  do  you  still  have  this 
priceless  possession? 

For  the  last  two  years  I  have 
spent  my  time  with  some  of  the 
mot;t  wonderful  people  in  the 
world,  and  watched  some  of  the 
most  faithful  members  of  God's 
Kingdom  at  work.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  some  of  you  have  only 
exercised  your  faith  to  plant  the 
Gospel,  or  as  Alma  calls  it,  the 
seed,  in  your  heart  and  having  ex- 
perimented and  having  found  out 
that  the  seed  was  good,  forgot  to 
nourish  and  develop  it. 

Nothing  will  grow  without 
nourishment.  We  have  a  loving 
Father  in  Heaven,  but  he  will  only 
help  us  when  we  are  willing  to 
help  ourselves.    We  have  the  most 


wonderful  selection  of  sacred 
literature  in  the  world.  Should  we 
not  use  it? 

Some  of  us  have  the  inclination 
to  be  lazy.  Some  of  us  just  can't 
find  the  time,  or  at  least  we  use 
that  as  an  excuse.  Remember, 
"the  glory  of  God  is  intelligence". 

If  we  study  and  then  pray  for 
guidance,  we  will  be  blessed  with 
that  knowledge  necessary  to  gain 
for  us  our  salvation  and  happiness 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 


By  ELDER   JESSE   GIBB 

Let  us  endure  to  the  end  so  that 
we  will  hear  the  words.  "Well 
done,  thou  good  and  faithful 
servant;  enter  thou  into  the  joy 
of  thy  Lord." 

Let  the  Gospel  get  hold  of  us 
and  let  our  testimonies  remain 
strong  so  that  we  might  be  shin- 
ing examples  to  all  and  faithful 
servants  to  God. 
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The  Power 


rflHERE  are  a  number  of  virtues 
-*-  which  I  consider  to  be  essen- 
tial in  order  that  the  prayers  of 
men  may  prove  to  be  efficacious. 

The  first  and  most  fundamental 
virtue  in  effective  prayer  is  faith. 
A  belief  in  God  brings  peace  to  the 
soul.  An  assurance  that  God  is 
our  Father,  into  whose  presence 
we  can  go  for  comfort  and  guid- 
ance, is  a  never-failing  source  of 
comfort. 

Another  essential  is  reverence. 
This  virtue  is  exemplified  in  the 
model  prayer  given  by  the  Saviour 
in  the  words  "Hallowed  be  thy 
name."  (Matt.  6:  9.)  This  prin- 
ciple should  be  exemplified  par- 
ticularly in  our  houses  of  wor- 
ship. 

The  third  essential  element  is 
sincerity.  Prayer  is  the  yearning 
of  the  spirit.  It  is  a  message  of 
the  soul  sent  directly  to  a  Loving 
Father.  The  language  is  not  mere 
words,  but  a  loving  heart  in  tune 
with  the  Infinite.  Sincere  pray- 
ing implies  that  when  we  ask  for 
any  blessing  or  virtue  we  should 
work  for  the  blessing  and  culti- 
vate the  virtue. 

The  next  essential  is  loyalty. 
Why  pray  for  the  kingdom  of  God 
to  come  unless  you  have  in  your 
heart  a  desire  and  a  willingness  to 
aid  in  its  establishment?  Praying 
for  his  will  to  be  done  and  then 
not  trying  to  live  it,  gives  you  a 
negative  answer  at  once.  You 
would  not  grant  something;  to  a 
child  who  showed  that  attitude 
towards  a  request  he  is  making  of 
you.  If  we  pray  for  the  success  of 
some  cause  or  enterprise,  mani- 
festly we  are  in  sympathy  with  it. 


It  is  the  height  of  disloyalty  to 
pray  for  God's  will  to  be  done  and 
then  fail  to  conform  our  lives  to 
that  will. 

A  final  essential  is  humility — 
not  an  outward,  hypocritical  pre- 
tence, but  a  humility  that  springs 
from  the  heart,  from  an  absence 
of  self-righteousness.  Self-respect 
is  a  virtue,  but  self-conceit  is  an 
inhibition.  The  principle  of 
humility  in  prayer  leads  one  to 
feel  a  need  of  divine  guidance. 
Self-reliance  is  a  virtue,  but  with 
it  should  go  a  consciousness  of  the 
need  of  superior  help — a  con- 
sciousness that  as  you  walk  firmly 
in  the  pathway  of  duty,  there  is  a 
possibility  of  your  making  a  mis- 
step; and  with  that  consciousness 
is  a  prayer,  a  pleading  that  God 
will  inspire  you  to  avoid  that  false 
step. 

If  our  young  people  will  have 
faith  and  approach  their  Father 
in  heaven  in  prayer,  there  are  at 
least  four  great  blessings  that  will 
come  to  them  here  and  now: 
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The  first  is  gratitude.  Their 
souls  will  be  filled  with  thanks- 
giving for  what  God  has  done  for 
them.  They  will  find  them- 
selves rich  in  favours  bestowed. 
The  young  person  who  closes  the 
door  behind  him,  draws  the  cur- 
tains, and  there  in  silent  prayer 
pleads  with  God  for  help,  should 
first  pour  out  his  soul  in  gratitude, 
for  health,  for  friends,  for  loved 
ones,  for  the  gospel,  and  for  the 
manifestation  of  God's  existence. 

The  second  blessing  of  prayer  is 
guidance.  I  cannot  conceive  a 
young  man's  going  astray  or  a 
young  girl's  going  far  wrong  who 
keeps  in  close  communication  with 
his  or  her  Father  in  heaven.  I 
cannot  think  that  a  Latter-day 
Saint  will  hold  enmity  in  his  heart 
if  he  will  sincerely,  in  secret,  pray 
God  to  remove  from  his  heart  all 
feelings  of  envy  and  malice  to- 
ward any  of  his  fellow  men. 

The  third  blessing  is  confidence. 
Let  us  teach  the  thousands  of 
students  who  are  earnestly  striv- 
ing to  gain  an  education  that  if 
they  desire  to  succeed  in  their  les- 
sons, they  should  seek  their  God; 
that  the  greatest  teacher  known 
to  the  world  stands  near  to  guide 
them.  Once  the  student  feels  that 
he  can  approach  the  Lord  through 
prayer,  he  will  receive  confidence 
that  he  can  learn  his  lessons,  that 
he  can  prepare  his  speech,  that  he 
can  stand  before  his  fellow 
students  and  deliver  his  message 
without  fear  of  failure.  Confidence 
comes  through  sincere  prayer. 

One  who  prays  will  receive 
inspiration.  It  is  not  imagination 
that  we  can  approach  God  and 
can  receive  light  and  guidance 
from  him,  that  our  minds  will  be 


enlightened,  our  souls  thrilled  by 
his  spirit.  Washington  sought  and 
found  it;  Lincoln  received  it: 
Joseph  Smith  knew  it.  Inspiration 
is  manifest  to  all  who  will  but 
open  their  eyes  to  see  and  their 
hearts  to  understand. 


The  Lord's  prayer  has  been 
given  us  as  a  pattern  for  prayer. 
Let  us  analyze  part  of  that  prayer 
as  it  is  recorded  in  the  sixth  chap- 
ter of  Matthew: 

"Our  Father  which  art  in 
heaven  .  . .,"  is  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  existence.  He  that  cometh 
to  God  must  believe  that  he  is. 

"Hallowed  be  thy  name  .  .  ."  ex- 
presses reverence. 

"Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will 
be  done  .  .  .,"  is  at  once  a  plea  of 
its  establishment  on  earth,  and  an 
implied  promise  loyally  to  co-oper- 
ate in  bring  peace  on  earth,  good 
will  to  men. 
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"Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread  .  .  .,"  is  an  acknowledgment 
of  our  dependence  upon  God  for 
our  very  subsistence  —  at  least 
that  we  are  in  need  of  his  help 
and  guidance  in  all  our  constant 
strivings. 

"And  forgive  us  our  debts  (or  tres- 
passes), as  we  forgive  our  debtors 
(or  those  who  trespass  against 
us)  .  .  .,"  makes  our  forgiveness 
entirely  dependent  upon  the  ex- 
tent to  which  we   render  forgive- 


ness, we  shall  receive  forgiveness 
in  proportion  to  our  forgiveness  of 
those  who  have  offended  us. 

"And  lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion, but  deliver  us  from  evil  .  .  ." 
is  the  yearning  plea  of  a  humble 
heart  for  strength  and  guidance 
of  an  acknowledged  superior 
power. 

May  we  ponder  these  things  as 
we  prepare  ourselves  for  prayer  in 
our  secret  places,  in  our  families, 
and  in  our  Church  gatherings. 


TO  EACH  IS 
GIVEN  TALENTS 


FRANK  LLOYD  WRIGHT 
gained  fame  as  an  architect  at  a 
relatively  early  age  because  he 
was  able  to  accept  building  con- 
ditions as  they  were  and  use  the 
surroundings  for  the  benefit  of 
the  structures  he  designed.  One 
of  the  buildings  which  brought 
him  early  acclaim  was  built  in  the 
Orient. 

For  centuries  builders  working 
in  Tokyo's  high  water  levels  and 
soft  mud  tried  in  vain  to  build 
large  buildings  to  alleviate  the 
crowded  conditions  in  Japan's 
capital  city.  One  by  one,  the 
mighty  structures  crumbled  or 
were  partially  destroyed  by  fre- 
quent earthquakes. 

In  1916,  Frank  Lloyd  Wright 
was  given  a  contract  to  design  the 
Imperial  Hotel  in  Tokyo.  Where 
others  had  worked  against  the 
mud  and  high  water  level,  the 
young  architect  designed  the  Im- 
perial to  float  like  a  flexible  col- 
lection of  barges.  An  immense 
pool,  ready-made  by  the  high 
water  level,  guarded  the  building 
from  the  fires  which  usually  fol- 
low Japanese  quakes. 

Twelve  days  after  Tokyo's  worst 
recorded    earthquake     (1923).    the 


famed  architect  received  this 
cablegram  from  the  Japanese 
baron  who  operated  the  Imperial 
Hotel : 

''Hotel  stands  undamaged  as  a 
monument  to  your  genius.  Hun- 
dred of  homeless  provided  for  by 
perfectly  maintained  service.  Con- 
gratulations."—Okura    Impeho. 

Frank  Lloyd  Wright's  ability  to 
make  the  best  of  the  conditions 
that  were  given  him  led  to  world- 
wide fame  in  his  field. 

In  a  sense,  we  should  all  strive 
to  be  builders  by  this  example, 
taking  of  the  materials  given  us 
by  our  Heavenly  Father  and 
developing  them  into  the  best 
pattern  of  life  we  can.  To  each 
is  given  certain  talents  to  use 
and  devolop.  Jesus  clearly  indi- 
cates in  the  parable  of  the  talents 
that  if  we  use  them  to  advantage 
and  continue  to  develOD  them,  we 
will  be  given  more.  Fail  to  use 
the  talents,  and  they  will  be 
taken  away. 

"For  unto  every  one  that  hath 
shall  be  given  .and  he  shall  have 
abundance:  but  from  him  that 
hath  i>ot  shall  be  taken  away 
even  that  which  he  hath." — 
(Matthew  25:  29.) 
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BLESSINGS 
WIBLIN,  Leslie  Garth    (Durban); 

b.  Le     Grand     Alton     Robert 
Doller,  January  4th,   1959. 

FROST,  Gay  Anita  (Gwelo);  b. 
Henry  Alfred  Frost,  December 
7th,  1958. 

DU  PLESSIS,  Charl  Hendrick 
(Pretoria);  b.  Petrus  Coenrad 
Faber,    January    4th,    1959. 

CHAMBERLAIN,  Ronald  Errol 
(Cookhouse,  Cape);  b.  Vincent 
Doller,    December  28,   1958. 

PHILLIPS,  Clare  Elizabeth  (Wel- 
kom):  b.  D.  C.  Le  Baron, 
November  2.  1958. 

PHILLIPS,  Raymond  Edwin  (Wel- 
kom),  b.  D.  C.  Le  Baron,  Novem- 
ber 2,  1958. 

BAPTISMS 

BORCHERD,  Catherina  Wilhel- 
mina   (Gwelo);  b.  Leo  Anderson. 

c.  Jim  Whitehead.  January  4th, 
1959. 

VON  MOLLENDORF,  Hendrika 
Johanna  (Welkom) ;  b.  David 
Le  Baron,  c.  Mervin  A.  Hippard, 
October   19th.    1958. 

ORDINATIONS 
MORISON,      William      Archibald 

(Ramah):  ordained  a  priest  by 
Kenneth  Brian  Chater.  January 
4th  1959 
VAN  NIEKERK,  Stephanus  Igna- 
tius (Ramah);  ordained  a  priest 
by  George  T.  W.  Smith,  Janu- 
ary  4th.    1959. 


MEYER,         Gerrard        Percival 

(Ramah ) ;  oi'dained  a  Teacher 
by  George  T.  W.  Smith,  Janu- 
ary 4th,  1959. 

LOUW,  Pieter  (Mowbray);  or- 
dained a  Deacon  by  Clyde  J.  D. 
Geldenhuys.  January  18th,  1959. 

FOURIE,  Francis  James  (Mow- 
bray) ;  ordained  a  Teacher  by 
Hugh  Helm,  January  18th.  1959. 

LOUW,  Lewis  Brian  (Springs) ; 
ordained  a  Deacon  by  Izak 
Charl  Louw,  January   4th,   1959. 

BROWN,  Christopher  (Mowbray); 
ordained  an  Elder  by  President 
Glen  G.  Fisher.  January  11th. 
1959. 

SANDERS,  Frank  Andreas  (Pre- 
toria) ;  ordained  a  Deacon  by 
Zacharias  Johannes  Pienaar. 
December  27th.   1958. 

SANDERS,  Frank  Octavius  Forbes 
(Pretoria ) ;  ordained  a  Deacon 
by  Jan  Lion  Cachet,  December 
27th.   1958. 

BIRTHS 
MEYER,  Gillan,  daughter  t  o 
Gerard  Percival  Meyer  and 
Mervyl  Aileen  Brooks,  born  at 
Primrose  Hill,  Germiston,  Tvl.. 
on  25th  October.  1958. 

MARRIAGES 
HETHERINGTON,  Joyce  Mathilda 
to    Clarence    Wendall    Muir,    at 

Johannesburg.      November      29. 
1958. 


Married  in  the  Alberta  Temple  on  December  6.  1958.  were  Alan 
Harker,  former  South  African  missionary,  and  Arlene  Morris  of  Northern 
Rhodesia. 
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BLOEM1  ONTEIN   IJRANCII 


reported  by  Mona  Spear 
November  was  a  very  busy 
month  for  us  here  in  Bloemfon- 
tein.  First  we  worked  lever ishly 
for  a  Puppet  Show,  held  in  aid  of 
the  Building  Fund,  and  then  im- 
mediately encountered  our  final 
Cake  Salo  of  the  year.  A  Rum- 
magr  Sale,  in  aid  of  the  Building 
Fund  and  Primary,  was  also  held. 
The  Primary  took  charge  of 
the  evening-  of  the  first  Sunday 
of  December.  The  theme  of  their 
activities  was  "Wist  ye  not  that  I 
must  be  about  my  Father's  busi- 
ness". Each  Primary  member  took 
a  part  and  did  extremely  well. 
Four    of    the    girls    received    their 


FROM  THE 

REPORTER'S  PEN 


graduation  certificates  during  the 
evening  and  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  passing  into  the  MIA. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  Pre- 
sident and  Sister  Fisher  with  us 
at  our  Testimony  meeting  on 
December  7.  We  always  love  hav- 
ing them  but  their  visits  are  all 
too  brief. 

We  held  our  Christmas  Party  on 
December  21  and  we  all  had  a 
good  time,  including  Father 
Christmas. 

We  are  glad  to  report  the  bapt- 
ism of  little  Brother  Paul  Heyden- 
rych  and  his  three  brothers, 
Andries,  Pieter,  and  Weilhelm. 


SPRINGS  BRANCH 

reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 
We  are  pleased  to  report  that  Sis 
Marlene  Louw  has  been  called  on 
a  Mission  and  is,  at  present,  in 
Durban.  We  pray  that  the  Lord's 
choicest  blest  ings  may  be  upon  this 
fine  young  lady. 

An  informal  party  was  held  at 
the  home  of  her  parents.  President 
Louw   presented   her   with   a   mis- 


sionary Bible,  on  behalf  of  the 
Branch,  in  appreciation  of  her 
many  fine  works  in  the  Branch. 

The  Sunday  School  presented 
their  enjoyable  programme  on 
December  21.  The  Christmas 
carols,  rendered  by  the  Junior 
Choir  under  the  direction  of  Bro- 
ther George  Hutton,  were  a  fine 
example  of  what  can  be  done.  The 
duet  by  Sisters  Avril  and  Beverly 
Harris,  little  more  than  infants, 
was  amazingly  well  done  both  in 
English  and  Afrikaans. 

The  MIA  presented  a  tableau,  on 
the  evening  of  December  21,  de- 
picting the  Nativity  and  scenes 
from  the  Book  of  Mormon.  We 
congratulate  these  young  people  on 
their  success. 

During  December  we  were  paid 
a  visit  by  Brother  and  Sister 
Campbell,  who  are  on  their  way 
from  Welkom  to  take  up  their  new 
home  in  Rhodesia,  We  wish  them 
every  success  in  their  new  under- 
taking. 

Piesident  and  Sister  Louw  and 
their  family  spent  the  Christmas- 
New     Year     week     attending     the 


50 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER      February,  1959. 


Missionary  Convention  at  Cumo- 
rah  and  related,  with  nostalgia, 
many  fine  experiences. 

On  January  11,  a  Branch  Con- 
ference, whose  theme  was  "Work, 
Watch,  Fight,  and  Pray",  was  held 
with  the  District  Presidency  in  full 
attendance  at  both  sessions. 
Throughout  the  Conference  there 
prevailed  a  wonderful  spirit.  Bro- 
ther Reaford  Futter  and  family, 
from  Witbank,  stayed  over  for  both 
sessions  of  Conference. 

We  extend  our  good  wishes  to 
Brother  Brian  Louw  who  has  been 
ordained  a  Deacon.  We  would  like 
to  thank  Brother  George  Hutton 
for  the  fine  job  he  has  done  on  the 
Chapel  grounds  and  for  the  instal- 
lation of  the  steps  to  the  basement. 

We  are  sorry  to  lose  Elder  Orr 
and  Elder  Zollinger  and  hope  they 
will  find  their  new  surroundings 
pleasant. 

// 


SALISBURY    BRANCH 

reported  by  A.  Vandoros 

December  has  been  a  full  month 
for  the  Salisbury  Branch.  Brother 
Clarke  and  his  family  arrived  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  December.  We 
were  very  happy  to  have  them 
with  us 

The  Sunday  School  presented 
the  service  on  the  7th  and  we  en- 
joyed the  good  talks  and  the  two 
songs  presented  by  the  young 
children.  Our  Sunday  School  is 
growing. 

On  December  13  we  held  our 
Christmas  Party  at  the  home  of 
Granville  and  Doreen  West.  The 
heavy  downpour  of  rain  didn't 
dampen  our  spirits.  After  the  cine 
show  and  the  eats  Father  Christ- 
mas made  his  appearance  and  was 
greeted  with  loud  cheers  and  great 
excitement.  At  the  end  of  the  par- 
ty the  children,  clutching  their 
presents,  went  home  with  happy 
faces  and  shining  eyes. 

The  following  Friday,  the  MIA 
presented  a  special  Christmas  carol 
singing  programme,  entitled  '"The 
Spirit  of  Christmas".  Several  of 
the  members  took  part  and  showed 
that  Salisbury  has  the  nucleus  of 
a  good  choir.  The  programme  was 
enjoyed  by  the  large  crowd.  Fol- 
lowing the  carol  singing,  lunches 


were   auctioned   and   the   proceeds 
went  to  the  building  fund. 

We  had  a  record  attendance  at 
our  special  Christmas  Service.  We 
were  happy  to  see  our  hall  packed. 
Visitors  were  Brother  and  Sister 
Rayner  from  Cumorah  and  Bro- 
ther and  Sister  Storey  and  their 
family  from  Umtali.  Fine  talks 
were  given  both  in  the  morning 
and  evening  services.  Afterwards  a 
fireside  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Ann  Hofman  where  we 
heard  a  recording  of  a  talk  given 
by  President  David  O.  McKay.  We 
give  thanks  to  Brother  Storey,  to 
whom  th^  record  belongs.  It  was  a 
most  uplifting  ending  to  a  full  day. 

We  were  sorry  to  say  "Au 
Revoir"  to  Elder  Whidden  who  has 
completed  his  Mission  and  has  re- 
turned to  Canada.  We  pray  that 
Our  Father  in  Heaven  will  guide 
him  in  his  future  plans  and  that 
he  will  be  blessed  as  he  returns  to 
his  studies 

A  Branch  outing  was  held  on 
New  Year's  Day  at  Mermaid  Pool. 
We  enjoyed  perfect  weather,  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  many  peeling 
noses. 

We  welcome  Elder  Merrill  and 
hope  that  he  will  be  happy  in  his 
labours   in   Salisbury. 

Sunday  School  and  the  MIA 
have  plans  for  development  in  1959 
and  we  pray  that  this  may  be  a 
fruitful  year  in  Salisbury  and 
throughout  the  world. 

// 


KRUGERSDORP   BRANCH 

reported  by  M.  Vice 
During  December,  a  cake  sale 
and  a  progressive  dinner  were  held 
to  raise  funds  for  the  annual 
Christmas  Tree  Party.  Both  of 
these  functions  were  well  attended 
and  were  a  great  success.  On  the 
20th  the  Christmas  Tree  was  held 
and  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the 
sisters  it  proved  to  be  a  happy  oc- 
casion, especially  for  the  children. 
Later  that  day  another  party 
was  held,  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Coetzee,  in  honour  of 
Sister  Jo.  Sawyer's  birthday.  It  was 
in  the  form  of  a  braaivleis  and 
was  a  fitting  end  to  a  very  happy 
day. 

A     Christmas    programme    was 
held   on   the  evening   of   Sunday, 
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December  21.  This  was  well  pre- 
sented and  brought  to  all  who  at- 
tended the  true  significance  and 
meaning  of  Christmas. 

We  were  sorry  to  say  goodbye  to 
Sister  Marion  Braithwaite  and 
family  who  are  moving  to  Durban. 
We  wish  them  every  happiness  in 
their  new  home. 

The  welcome  sign  is  up  for  Bro- 
ther and  Sister  Jakins  and  their 
family  who  are  coming  to  stay  in 
Randfontein  and  also  to  our  new- 
est converts.  Sister  Roux  and  Bro- 
ther Strydom.  We  look  forward  to 
their  participation  in  our  Branch 
affairs. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy 
to  Sister  C.  M.  Fouche.  whose  son 
was  killed  in  a  motor  accident  just 
before  Christmas. 

We,  in  Krugersdorp,  extend  to 
all  the  readers  of  the  C.S.M.  the 
very  best  wishes  for  the  new  year 
which  lies  ahead  and  pray  that 
they  will  be  blessed  with  good 
health,  happiness,  and  the  ability 
to  serve  God  to  a  fuller  extent. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

reported  by  Beatrice  Smith 
On  Boxing  Day  the  missionaries 
began  to  arrive  for  their  Conven- 
tion which  was  held  during  the 
last  week  of  December.  We  were 
delighted  to  welcome  home  our 
own  group  of  South  African  Elders 
and  Sisters  who  are  serving  in  this 
Mission.  Meeting  with  them  and 
hearing  of  their  experiences  was 
an  inspiration.  On  Sunday,  Decem- 
ber 28,  we  were  able  to  hear  from 
each  of  them  as  they  spoke  from 
the  pulpit.  The  talks  and  the  beau- 
tiful music  which  were  part  of 
each  session  of  the  Convention 
made  it  a  memorable  event.  May 
our  missionaries  always  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  going  abroad  in  this 
country  to  preach  the  Gospel  to 
those  who  are  willing  to  hear  and 
receive  it. 

At  the  close  of  the  Convention 
the  missionaries  presented  a  con- 
cert which,  to  us.  was  the  high- 
light of  the  week.  The  hall  was 
packed  and  everyone  was  in  a  holi- 
day mood.  The  concert  was  beyond 
expectation.  Each  item  was  re- 
ceived with  applause.  We  owe  our 
thanks    to    our   guest    artist.   Miss 


Sigrid  Wallender,  for  her  render- 
ing of  "Bless  this  House".  Elder 
Jim  Whitehead  ended  the  concert 
by  treating  us  to  a  display  of 
baton-twirling.  We  hope  that  he 
will  show  us  more  of  his  skill  be- 
fore he  leaves. 

Brother  Eric  Bibb  and  Sister 
Beta  were  married  on  January  7 
and  we  extend  to  them  our  sincere 
congratulations.  May  they  enjoy 
many  years  of  happiness. 

Mutual  has  begun  the  New  Year 
with  some  excellent  programmes. 
On  the  evening  of  January  6  we 
all  went  to  a  swimming  party 
which  we  all  enjoyed.  "Youth 
Speaks  for  the  Church"  was  the 
theme  for  the  evening  of  the  20th. 
We  should  like  to  thank  all  those 
who  gave  such  inspiring  talks  and 
musical  items.  Some  of  those  on 
the  programme  were  new  members 
making  their  debuts  at  speaking 
and  they  certainly  acquitted  them- 
selves very  well. 

We  are  pleased  to  have  so  many 
visitors  from  cur  Branches  in  the 
rest  of  the  Mission.  Becoming  ac- 
quainted with  these  people  and 
learning  of  their  Branches  is  de- 
lightful experience.  We  also  have 
many  of  our  members  on  holiday 
who  bring  us  news  of  those  in 
other  centres.  Brother  Neville  Cra- 
mer is  away  at  military  camp.  We 
hope  that  he  enjoys  it. 

We  give  our  thanks  to  those  re- 
leased officers  and  teachers  and 
our  congratulations  to  those  who 
have  been  assigned  to  those  posi- 
tions. 

// 


PIETERMARITZBURG   BRANCH 

reported  by  Joyce  Morrissey 
The  past  month  has  been  very 
quiet  here  in  Pietermaritzburg. 
Quite  a  few  of  our  members  have 
been  away  on  holiday  and  we 
missed  them  very  much.  They  have 
all  returned  and  we  are  all  looking 
forward  to  the  New  Year  and  the 
duties  that  lie  ahead  of  us. 

We  are  sorry  to  lose  Elder  Dahl 
and  pray  that  he  will  be  happy  in 
his  new  field  of  labour.  We  wel- 
come Elder  Rampton  into  our 
midst. 

The  members  of  the  Pieter- 
maritzburg Branch  wish  all  the 
members    of    the    Mission    a    very 
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Happy  New  Year  and  pray  that 
they  might  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
our  Father  in  Heaven. 


-II- 


PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

reported  by  Madge  McHugh 
Many  of  the  Branch  members 
saw  the  New  Year  in  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Griffith 
where  they  had  gathered  for  an 
Old  Year's  Eve  Party,  which  every- 
one enjoyed. 

We  were  happy  to  see  Elders 
Holt,  Nelson,  Vance,  and  Thomas 
at  Sunday  School  on  January  4. 
They  were  on  their  way  home  via 
the  East  Coast.  We  welcome  Sister 
McGill  and  Elder  Butler  and  pray 
that  they  find  happiness  and  suc- 
cess during  their  stay. 

Sister  Smith's  husband  and 
daughter  have  both  been  ill  in  the 
hospital  but  we  are  pleased  to  re- 
port that  they  are  improving  in 
health. 

We  were  happy  to  receive  visits 
from  Sister  Wiggill  and  also  from 
Brother  and  Sister  Terblanche  and 
family  from  Cape  Town.  We  hope 
that  their  stay  with  us  was 
pleasant. 


-//- 


Mellem  Jakins,  and  Diane  Dallen- 
der  wore  mauve  with  headdresses 
and  posies  of  yellow  Franjipani. 

President  and  Sister  Fisher  at- 
tended our  Branch  Conference  on 
Sunday,  January  18.  At  this  Con- 
ference, Natal's  first  local  District 
Presidency  was  formed  with  Presi- 
dent J.  M.  Jakins  as  President.  His 
counsellors  are  Brother  Randall 
and  3rother  Billett  and  Brother 
Winstanley  is  the  Branch  Clerk. 

We  are  delighted  to  have  had  so 
many  visitors  last  month.  They 
were  Sister  Dallender  and  Diane 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Eric  Bibb 
from  Cape  Town,  Brother  and 
Sister  Harry  Spear  and  their  fami- 
ly from  Bloemfontein,  Brother  and 
Sister  Kotze  from  Senekal,  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Dick  Jakins 
and  Mellem  and  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Vice  from  Krugersdorp.  We 
were  pleased  to  have  a  visit  from 
Brother  Duane  Jakins  of  Margate 
also. 

Elders  Vance,  Nelson,  Thomas, 
and  Holt  called  in  on  their  way 
back   to   Canada. 

Brother  Alton  Dollar  had  the 
honour  of  blessing  his  baby  bro- 
ther, Leslie  Garth,  on  January  4. 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 
We  are  glad  to  welcome  our 
Missionaries  back  from  their  Con- 
vention and  wish  them  every  suc- 
cess as  tbf-y  begin  the  New  Year. 
The  MIA  have  had  a  busy  time 
organizing  the  Branch  activities 
over  the  holidays  but  they  have 
done  a  wonderful  job.  On  New 
Year's  Eve,  a  party  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Duncan  and  it  was  a  great  success. 
Then,  on  New  Year's  Day,  the 
younger  set  spent  a  happy  day 
boating  on  the  Toti  Lagoon.  A 
watermelon  bust  was  held  at 
Brighton  Beach  on  January  15. 
The  57  people  who  attended  en- 
joyed themselves. 

Sister  Shelly  Jakins  was  a  lovely 
bride  when  she  was  married  to  Mr. 
Tony  Kruger  in  our  Chapel,  on 
January  17.  She  wore  a  picture 
frock  of  white  lace  with  a  fingertip 
veil.  Her  attendants,  Julie  Bakker, 


EAST   RAND   BRANCH 

reported  by  Cecily  Holthousen 
The  members  of  the  East  Rand 
Branch  would  like  to  thank  Bro- 
ther Danny  Patterson,  his  good 
wife,  and  Brother  Faber  who  left 
with  us  such  inspiring  talks. 

The  Relief  Society  rendered  a 
few  of  the  most  well  known  and 
beautiful  Christmas  Carols  on  De- 
cember 14.  We  all  appreciated  it 
very  much  and  thank  them  for 
their  wonderful  effort. 

On  the  Day  of  the  Covenant,  the 
MIA  held  a  picnic  at  Hosking 
Park.  The  day  was  very  much  en- 
joyed by  all  the  members  and 
friends   who  attended. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  congratulate  the  Van  Zyl 
family  and  young  Diane  Adendorff 
who  were  baptized  on  December  7. 
We  hope  and  trust  that  they  will 
be  happy  in  our  humble  Branch. 

On  December  17  we,  together 
with  the  Springs  Branch,  held  a 
Christmas  Tree  Party  for  the 
Children.  Our  gratitude  goes  to  all 
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those   who  helped  to  make  it  an 
enjoyable  event  for  them. 

We  held  our  Christmas  Service 
on  Sunday,  December  21.  We  shall 
always  remember  this  service.  The 


evening   service   of    the    following 
Sunday  was  devoted  to  the  MIA. 

We  wish  you  all  a  Happy  and 
Prosperous  New  Year. 


WHOLENESS 


continued. 


Another  principle  which  inte- 
gates  one's  life,  bringing  great 
peace  of  mind,  is  sincerity,  the 
root  of  all  other  virtues.  Surely 
one  cannot  be  humble,  honest, 
truthful,  loving,  or  merciful  with- 
out being  sincere.  All  the  great 
virtues  hang  together  and  nourish 
one  another.  Sincerity  must 
accompany  all  other  virtues.  It 
is  to  the  moral  life  as  roots  are 
to  trees. 

Sincerity  is  not  easy  to  define.  It 
means  to  act  simply,  honestly, 
truthfully,  and  naturally.  It  pre- 
supposes purity  of  motive  and 
singleness  of  purpose.  Jesus 
loved  sincerity  and  hated  one  of 
its  opposites,  hypocrisy,  more  than 
anything  else,  judging  by  his  con- 
demnation of  it.  (Matthew  23.) 
Let  us  get  the  feel  of  sincerity  as 
taught  by  Jesus.  He  stressed 
singleness  of  purpose  in  all  action. 

An  old  Swedish  cobbler  is  said 
always  to  have  closed  his  evening 
prayer  with  this  statement,  "Lord, 
help  me  to  keep  a  good  opinion 
of  myself".  This  did  not  reflect 
egotism  or  conceit  on  his  part, 
but  rather  a   keen    insight    into 


man's  need  to  feel  whole,  to  feel 
at  peace  with  hiself. 

If  one  will  realize  and  accept 
his  responsibility,  be  loyal  to  a 
few  great  convictions,  and  in  all 
this  be  sincere  ...  he  will  find 
himself.  He  will  be  himself  on  all 
occasions,  feeling  confident  in  the 
company  of  the  "great"  as  well  as 
the  "humble".  In  no  circum- 
stances will  he  be  for  long  embar- 
rassed, confused,  or  afraid.  Why 
should  he  be,  if  he  acts  sincerely 
in  terms  of  what  he  know  and  be- 
lieves? Nor  will  he  be  pushed 
around  by  the  dominions  of  others 
or  be  a  slave  to  social  convention. 
He  will  be  able  to  call  his  soul  his 
own.  Waking  each  morning,  he 
will  have  no  need  to  think  hard  to 
remember  who  he  is. 

"All  the  while  my  breath  is  in 
me,  and  the  spirit  of  God  is  in 
my  nostrils;  My  lips  shall  not 
speak  wickedness,  nor  my  ton- 
gue utter  deceit.  God  forbid  that 
I  should  justify  you:  till  I  die  I 
will  not  remove  mine  integrity 
from  me.  My  righteousness  I 
hold  fast,  and  will  not  let  it  go : 
my  heart  shall  not  reproach  me 
so  long  as  I  live."   (Job  27:3-6) 


PRESIDENT'S  DESK  —  continued. 


"It  is  a  well  known  tradition 
among  the  Lenni  Lenape  that  the 
Great  and  Good  teacher,  and  His 
twelve  wise  chiefs,  shall  return  to 
the  Earth  again;  and  in  that  day 
Kitche  Manitou  will  set  forth  His 
mighty  hand  to  recover  the  rem- 
nant  of   His   'Other   Sheep'.     And 


whenever  the  time  arrives,  all  men 
shall  know  the  real  and  true  mean- 
ing of  the  following  and  often 
quoted  phrase:  'Glory  to  Great 
Spirit  on  High,  and  on  earth  Peace, 
to  Men  of  Goodwill." 

"I  have  Spoken!" 


Epochs  of  faith  are  epochs  of  fruitfulness.  but  epochs  of  unbelief, 
however  glittering,  are  barren  of  all  permanent  good. 
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WHERE  TO  MEET 


TRANSVAAL 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Meetings:  1,  Hunter  Street, 
Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

Branch     President:     K.     Brian 
Chater;   Phone  45-5575. 
KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Meetings :  Krugersdorp  Town 
Hall  Lecture  Room. 

Branch  President:  D.  Cherrett. 
NORTHERN  WESTERN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  85  Eleventh  Street, 
Parkhurst.  Johannesburg. 

Branch       President:       W.       H. 
Brummer. 
SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Meetings:  23,  Eleventh  Street, 
Springs. 

Branch  President:  Douglas  Hul- 
bert. 
EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall,  Brak- 
pan. 

Branch   President:    J.   H.  Aden- 
dorff:  Phone  54-6277. 
PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Sanlam  Buildings, 
corner  of  Andries  and  Pretorius 
Streets. 

Branch  President:  Lionel  Bibb. 
PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

Meetings :  English  Medium 
School,  Cnr.  Beaconsfield  Ave. 
and  Shamrock  Road,  Primrose. 

Branch  President:   C.  Norbury. 
NATAL 
DURBAN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  144  Silverton  Road, 
Durban. 

Branch  President:   Ray  Gordon 
Wilson. 
PIETERMARITZBURG   BRANCH 

Meetings:  Oddfellows'  Hall.  136 
Longmarket  Street  (iust  above 
Chapel  St.) 

Branch  President:  R.  M.  Mor- 
rissey. 

CAPE  PROVINCE 
MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Cumorah.  Main  Road, 
Mowbray. 


Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert: 
Phone  4-5275. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Public  Library,  off 
Main  Road.  Bellville. 

Branch  President:  N.  J.  Goosen; 
Phone  97-3285. 

PORT   ELIZABETH   BRANCH 
Meetings:     40     Prospect     Road, 

Walmer. 
Branch  President:  C.  R.  Doller; 

Phone  7620. 

EAST  LONDON   BRANCH 
Meetings:  Sons  of  England  Hall, 

Belgravia  Crescent,    East  London. 
Branch     President:      Alfred     J. 

Corrigan;   Phone  8-1821. 

ORANGE  FREE  STATE 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 
Meetings:   Red    Cross    Building, 

Alexander  Avenue. 
Branch  President:   S.  J.  Spear; 

Phone  6819. 

WELKOM  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall  State- 
way. 

Branch  President :  Elder  Kenyon 
Blackmore. 

RHODESIA 

BULAWAYO   BRANCH 

Meetings:  Boy  Scout  Head- 
quarters on  8th  Avenue,  off  Loban- 
gula  Street. 

Branch  President:  Elder  Don 
Harper. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Queen  Elizabeth 
School.  Music  Hall,  Moffat  Street. 

Branch    President:    Elder   Mark 
Merrill. 
GWELO 

Meetings:  Riverside  School,  Ath- 
lone  Drive. 
LUANSHYA   BRANCH 

Meetings:  121  "F"  Avenue. 
Luanshya. 

Branch  President :  Douglas 
Charsley. 
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Take  the  Time  .  .  . 
Make  the  Effort .  .  . 
Reap  the  Rewards  .  .  . 


AT   THE 


MIA 


CONVENTION 

RAMAH 
MARCH  26-29 
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